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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2518

Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives Goodman,
Rodne, and Kell ey; by request of Board For Judicial Adm nistration)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 25/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to oath requirenents for interpreters; and anmendi ng
RCW 2. 43. 050 and 2. 43. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW2.43.050 and 1989 c 358 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon_ certification or reqgistration and every two vyears
thereafter, certified or reqgistered interpreters _shall take an_oath,
affirmng that the interpreter will nake a true interpretation to the
person being exam ned of all the proceedings in a |anguage which the
person understands, and that the interpreter will repeat the statenents
of the_ person_being examned to_the court_ or_agency conducting_the
proceedings, in the English Ianguage, to the best of the interpreter's
skill and_judgnent. The adm nistrative office of the courts shal
maintain_a record of the oath in the sane nanner that the |ist_ of
certified and registered interpreters i s maintained.

(2) Before any person serving as an interpreter for the court or
agency begins to interpret, the appointing authority shall require the
interpreter to state the person's nane on the record and whether the

p. 1 ESHB 2518. SL
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person is a certified or registered interpreter. If the interpreter is
not a certified or registered interpreter, the interpreter nust submt
the interpreter's qualifications on the record.

(3) Before beginning to interpret, every interpreter appointed
under this chapter shall take an oath ((alHH+mng)) unless_the
interpreter is a certified or registered interpreter who has taken the

oath within the last two years as required in subsection (1) of this
section. The oath nust affirmthat the interpreter will make a true
interpretation to the person being exam ned of all the proceedings in
a | anguage whi ch the person understands, and that the interpreter wll
repeat the statenents of the person being examned to the court or
agency conducting the proceedings, in the English | anguage, to the best
of the interpreter's skill and judgnent.

Sec. 2. RCW2.43.020 and 2005 ¢ 282 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Non-English-speaking person"” neans any person involved in a
| egal proceeding who cannot readily speak or understand the English
| anguage, but does not include hearing-inpaired persons who are covered
under chapter 2.42 RCW

(2) "Qualified interpreter" neans a person who is able readily to
interpret or translate spoken and witten English for non-English-
speaking persons and to interpret or translate oral or witten
statenments of non-Engli sh-speaki ng persons into spoken Engli sh.

(3) "Legal proceeding”" nmeans a proceeding in any court in this
state, grand jury hearing, or hearing before an inquiry judge, or
before an adm ni strative board, conmm ssion, agency, or |icensing body
of the state or any political subdivision thereof.

(4) "Certified interpreter” means an interpreter who is certified
by the adm nistrative office of the courts.

(5) "Appointing authority” means the presiding officer or simlar
of ficial of any court, departnent, board, conm ssion, agency, |icensing
authority, or legislative body of the state or of any political
subdi vi si on t hereof.

(6) "Registered interpreter” neans an interpreter who is reqgistered

ESHB 2518. SL p. 2
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by the adm nistrative office of the courts.
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